
 

Kidney patient care in disasters: Lessons from the hurricanes and earthquake
of 2005

   
   
   
Abstract:

The active 2005 hurricane season alerted Americans to the pressing need for a more effective response to
mass casualty incidents. The kidney patient community was particularly affected. Ninety-four dialysis
facilities in the Gulf Coast states closed for at least 1 wk in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, and
additional units were affected by evacuation of dialysis patients. Dialysis units along the Gulf Coast were
also affected by Hurricanes Rita and Wilma. Existing emergency response plans were inadequate in
providing continuity of care for kidney patients. The Kashmir, South Asia, earthquake of October 2005 killed
97,000 individuals. Building collapse was associated with widespread crush injury, and many patients
required temporary hemodialysis. Several regions of the United States have the potential for catastrophic
earthquakes. The Kidney Community Emergency Response Coalition has recently issued
recommendations for patients, dialysis facilities, and providers, with a goal to improve care of kidney
patients in future domestic disasters. With suitable planning, the nephrology community can do much to
ensure the continuity of medical care for kidney patients in the face of a wide range of possible natural and
human-made disasters.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.2215/cjn.03481006   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Human Conflict/Displacement
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Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury, Urologic Effect

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Other Vulnerable Population: Kidney patients

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article
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Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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